
FAQ on speed reduction 

 

It doesn’t make a difference to people’s safety 

Reducing speeds to 30km/h on 50km/h inner city streets will make a difference to the most 

vulnerable on our roads; pedestrians and cyclists. Slower speed limits allow for more time for people 

to correct mistakes, which is important in busy, built up areas with multiple users.  

Reduced speeds also reduce the likelihood of injury or death resulting from a crash. For every 5km/h 

reduction in average speeds, there is a 26 percent reduction in fatal crashes and a 26 percent 

reduction in serious injury crashes (ref = https://www.nzta.govt.nz/safety/our-vision-of-a-safe-road-

system/safe-network-programme/speed-management/mythbusting-speed/).  

In the first two years since the introduction of Christchurch CBD’s 30km/h zone, crashes that caused 

injury decreased by 25 percent within the zone, and increased by 13.5 percent in the area of the CBD 

where the speed limit was still 50km/h. (Ref = https://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/business/the-

rebuild/110126278/christchurchs-controversial-30kmh-central-city-speed-zone-expanding) 

(pic = https://at.govt.nz/projects-roadworks/vision-zero-for-the-greater-good/safe-speeds-

programme/myths-and-misconceptions-about-speed/) 

 

My journey will take much longer 

Impacts on overall journey times are likely to be minimal. It is important to remember that lower 

speed limits potentially won’t apply to your entire journey, and that there are things like traffic, 

traffic lights, intersections and other delays that already impact journey times independent of official 

speed limit changes. Indeed, the potential impact on journey times from reducing a speed limit from 

50km/h to 30km/h is unlikely to be more than a minute in total. (Pic = https://at.govt.nz/projects-
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roadworks/vision-zero-for-the-greater-good/safe-speeds-programme/myths-and-misconceptions-

about-speed/) 

Traffic in 30km/h zones has not increased at the same rate as traffic outside of the zones. For 

example, in the first two years of Christchurch CBD’s 30km/h zone traffic increased by 5.4 percent 

compared to 13.5 percent on other CBD streets that remained at 50km/h. This indicates that people 

will utilise other routes if they need to and that traffic hasn’t increased in step with other areas, thus 

reducing the impact the 30km/h limit might have to journey times. 

 

 

There will be a negative impact on the economy 

Although dropping speed limits will impact on travel times, it will only do so minimally. It will also 

reduce fuel use, prevent death and serious injury, and encourage more people to walk and cycle by 

making the road environment safer. These impacts all have positive economic outcomes that 

outweigh the impact of reuced travel times.(Ref = 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/research-report-582/RR-582-Time-and-fuel-effects-of-

different-travel-speeds.pdf) 

 

Arterial roads like Taranaki Street and the waterfront Quays can’t have their speed limits lowered 

to 30km/h because they are too busy and important for car traffic 

The overall impact of slowing traffic down is minimal in terms of journey time impact, which is 

largely outweighed by benefits (as stated above). Large, multilane arterial roads that carry a lot of 

traffic create barriers to pedestrians and cyclists, which can have a negative economic impact by 

severing precincts from one another, discouraging people from moving between them.  

Not including arterial roads in reduced speed limit zones has little basis in experience, and leaving it 

off the table for Wellington seems short sighted. For example, some of Christchurch CBD’s key one-

way north-south and east-west arterials that cross the inner part of the CBD have had their speed 
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limits reduced to 30km/h. Auckland is initiating lower speed zone across its CBD in 2020, with four-

lane arterial roads reducing to 40km/h and all other roads to 30km/h. These cities show it can be 

done, and will benefit from the safety implications associated with speed reduction, and the social, 

environmental and economic advantages of more accessible spaces. 

(Pic = https://ccc.govt.nz/transport/travel-safety/road-safety/speed-limits) 

 

 

People won’t slow down regardless of speed limit reductions 

For every 10km/h posted speed limit reduction, there is typically a 2km/h to 3km/h reduction in 

average speeds. Research has found that every one percent reduction in speed generally results in a 

four percent reduction in fatalities (The World Health Organisation). A 2km/h to 3km/h drop in 

speed in a built up urban area could result in around ten percent fewer fatalities. 

People drive, they don’t walk or cycle… 

Public transport and active transport use in Wellington is increasing, and a significant barrier to 

further uptake is the safety of cyclists and pedestrians, particularly in busy, built up areas. 

Encouraging more people to cycle and walk by improving safety so risk of death and serious injury is 

reduced makes sense. It also has the added benefit of removing cars from roads through less car 

journeys, benefiting people who continue to drive. 

(Ref = https://wellington.govt.nz/services/parking-and-roads/cycling/we-support-cycling/facts-and-

figures) 
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(Ref = https://www.metlink.org.nz/our-metlink-bus-journey/performance-of-our-network) 

Extending the 30km/h should only apply to the core city centre… 

There is no reason a 30km/h zone can’t be extended into neighbouring inner city areas, such as 

Mount Victoria or Thorndon on the same principles. It is especially relevant given that these are 

predominantly residential areas characterised by busy, narrow streets, with a high flow of 

pedestrian traffic to and from the city.  
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