
 
 
Who are Connect Wellington? 
 
At heart, we are a group of people who care deeply about how we all live and move in 
Wellington. We are driven by a belief that designing a city with our most vulnerable people and 
the environment in mind will benefit everyone. What's good for nature can also be what's good 
for people and communities. Win-win-win. The most important thing we are advocating for is to 
give people more choice. When the best choices are the easiest, people will change. 
 
How can you contact Connect Wellington?  
 

Email: hello@connectwellington.org.nz 
Postal: PO Box 11-708 Manners St, Wellington 6142 

 
 
Our view on 30km/h speed limits  
 
Connect Wellington supports 30km/h speed limit for inner city Wellington streets. Evidence 
shows slower speeds are good news for the city. They provide a safer environment for 
pedestrians, cyclists, as well as for people driving in vehicles. Better, safer street environments 
will lead to more people choosing to walk and cycle in the city, and result in fewer accidents that 
cause serious harm   1

 
Summary of our submission on this proposal 
 

1. Connect Wellington supports all the streets identified in the proposal having their speed 
limit reduced to 30 km/h 
 

2. In addition, Connect Wellington supports establishing a comprehensive inner-city 
30km/hr zone. 

This, in summary, would involve the following additional streets and suburbs 
having their speed limit reduced to 30 km/h: in summary, to be fully effective a 
30km/hr zone needs to include Taranaki St, “waterfront quays”, Vivian St, Karo 
Drive, and all streets within the suburbs of Thorndon and Mt Victoria. Full details 
are included in the body of the submission 

  

1 https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/speed-crash-risk.pdf (e.g. Fig 2.1, p. 14) 
 

 

https://slack-redir.net/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.itf-oecd.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocs%2Fspeed-crash-risk.pdf


 
We support the existing proposal 
 
The case for lower speeds is well-established and the case for introducing a 30km/hr zone in 
inner-Wellington is very strong.  The evidence for this has been set out extensively by others 
and we do not propose to repeat this here.  Connect Wellington supports the existing proposal 
as a useful first step towards a comprehensive 30km/hr zone. 
 
 
We could do better if we…. 
 
Connect Wellington has concerns over the limited scope of the current proposal, specifically 
with regard to the exclusion of arterial roads and neighbouring suburbs which are entirely 
contiguous with, or already contain, 30km/hr zones.  
 
...include arterial roads for maximum benefits 
 
Arterial roads in Wellington, specifically the “waterfront quays”, Taranaki Street, Kent and 
Cambridge Terraces, Vivian St and Karo Drive pass through urban areas, with the same 
vulnerable users adjacent to them and significant pedestrian traffic crossing them. Differential 
speed limits cause a “cutting-off” or severance effect between different precincts of Wellington’s 
inner-city that are popular with people, impinging movement between them, In effect we are 
prioritising the maximum allowable speed for cars at the expense of the safety of people; both 
people in cars and people on foot and active modes. Evidence supports applying the 30km/h 
lower speed limit zone to major arterials within the same urban environment. In our view the 
perceived negative impacts of lower speed limits on those roads is overstated and/or 
misrepresented.  
 
Sections of arterial road, including busy one-way streets, have been included in Christchurch’s 
30km/h zone, and Auckland has included arterial roads in its lower speed zone, albeit at a 
40km/h speed limit relative to 30km/h on other inner city streets. A blanket 30km/hr speed limit 
would be preferable as it is easier to understand and delivers clear benefits.  Any suggestions of 
negative impacts of lower speed limits on those particular roads is likely to be overstated, and 
the benefits of a clear, consistent and comprehensive 30 km/hr zone will be significant. 
 
 
...connect the inner city zone with adjacent suburbs 
 
Mt Victoria is entirely adjacent to the central city and has narrow streets unsuitable to 50km/hr 
limits.  Thorndon has an existing 30km/hr zone on part of its main road, and its roads are again 
better suited to 30km/hr.  Parts of Te Aro and the edge of Aro Valley are excluded, despite 
being functionally part of the same area as the current proposal, and Aro Valley  contains an 
existing 30km/hr zone. The current proposal creates an illogical and confusing gap between 
existing and proposed 30 km/hr zones.  Including these neighbouring areas will create an easy 

2 



to understand, uninterrupted safe zone for the many people moving between these areas and 
the city on a daily basis.  
 
 
There is a solid evidence base for the inclusion of arterial roads... 
 
Whilst other New Zealand cities provide case studies that arterial streets can be incorporated 
into 30km/h zones in inner-city areas, there is also a wealth of underpinning evidence that 
suggests that arterial roads in inner-city areas should not be exempt from lower speed limits. 
The New Zealand Transport Agency has undertaken research that shows that speed limit 
changes result in minimal disruption to travel times, with other factors such as lights, traffic and 
intersections having a far greater impact. This is applicable to all roads, and suggests that a 
decision to exclude arterial roads was based on perception rather than evidence.  
 
Christchurch’s inner-city 30km/h low speed zone resulted in a 25 percent reduction in reported 
serious injury crashes  .  The Christchurch  zone includes some of the major one-way arterial 2

roads, and the city has recently expanded the zone to include other arterials. 
 
“Arterial roads” and state highways within the zone are, after all, city streets crossed by 
thousands of people. Regardless of the role of a road to the overall motorised transport network, 
it is worth reiterating two things:  
 

● that the excluded arterial roads within central Wellington are within the same urban 
street environment as other streets limited to 30km/h; and therefore 

 
● the health and safety benefits, including a reduction of accidents causing serious injury 

and death would equally apply to these arterial roads.  
 
The travel time changes from reducing speed on arterial roads from 50km/h to 30km/h is 
minimal according to the New Zealand Transport Agency , and does not justify excluding arterial 3

roads from the current proposal.  
 
NZTA research asserts that time travel delays due to lower speed limits can be measured in 
seconds, and the benefits of lower speed limits, including health, safety, and fuel savings, 
cancel out any negative economic implications associated with those small delays .  Other 4

factors such as traffic, lights, and intersections have a far greater impact on travel times than 
speed limit, on roads in urban environments.  
 

2 https://viastrada.nz/sites/default/files/2018-11/GKoorey-TKC18-Chch30kmhCBD.pdf  
3 
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/safety/our-vision-of-a-safe-road-system/safe-network-programme/speed-manag
ement/mythbusting-speed/#myth-slowing-down-will-mean-it-takes-a-lot-longer-to-get-anywhere 
4 
https://at.govt.nz/projects-roadworks/vision-zero-for-the-greater-good/safe-speeds-programme/myths-and
-misconceptions-about-speed/ 
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… and incomplete application of the 30km/hr speed in the current proposal 
 
Connect Wellington has reviewed the areas adjacent to the proposal on the basis of the nature 
of the streets and associated activities, pedestrian connections to the inner city, and the 
presence of existing 30km/hr zones. The current proposal appears incomplete from this 
perspective. 
 
We have also looked at how to create consistent experience of speed limits so that people do 
not move in and out of the 30km/hr zone several times as they move around Wellington. At 
present for example, someone who drives down Aro St, heads down Willis St to Ghuznee St 
and then uses Ghuznee and the Terrace to reach the city may move in and out of 30k/hr zone 
three times.  
 
Both these perspectives support moving to a comprehensive 30 km/hr zone later in 2020 
 
We propose a comprehensive 30km/hr zone, reflecting the discussion above, as follows. 
 
1.       In the East – south from Cable St/Oriental 

Parade intersection to Hawker St, up 
Hawker, Moller and Palliser to  immediately 
east of the intersection with Bayview, the 
southwards to take in PattersonSt and 
running around the Basin and up Rugby St.  

2.       In the South – from the intersection of 
Tory and Rugby Sts, diagonally across Mt 
Cook to immediately north of the 
intersection of Bidwill and Wallace Sts, then 
along Hankey St to intersection with Nairn, 
down Nairn to Brooklyn Rd, across Brooklyn 
Rd and Central Park to immediately south of 
the intersection of Marama and Ohiro. 
Down Ohiro and up Aro to meet Aro Valley 
30k zone.  

3.       In the West, down Aro, Willis and up Abel 
Smith St to the Terrace.  Along the Terrace 
to Bowen, up Bowen to the intersection of 
Bowen and Tinakori. Up Lewisville and west 
of Thorndon to meet Grant, along Grant to 
Cottleville (taking in Goldies Brae and 
Frandi), down Cottleville to Tinakori Rd to 
the intersection with Thorndon Quay.  

4 



4.       In the North – across Thorndon Quay at Tinakori and across rail yards to Waterloo Quay 
Immediately north of Hinemoa St. Along Waterloo Quay, Jervois Quay, Cable St to Oriental 
Parade (all as pictured).  

This builds on the existing proposal and provides a solid logical foundation for a “Phase 2” to 
complete a comprehensive 30km/hr zone in the later part of 2020. 
 
 
In summary, the current proposal is a useful start and a comprehensive zone is needed 
 
Connect Wellington is overall supportive of the current proposal.  
 
The evidence base strongly suggests that there would be significant benefit, and little negative 
impact, of a Phase 2 which extends the 30km/h speed limit to:  
 

1. the arterial roads, specifically, Taranaki Street, the “waterfront quays”, Kent and 
Cambridge Terraces, Vivian St and Karo Drive; and  

2. the neighbouring suburbs of Mt Victoria and Thorndon, and omitted areas of Te Aro and 
Aro Valley, which have high levels of pedestrian traffic down to the city.  

 
We strongly recommend that these two points form the basis for a “phase 2” to the 30km/h 
speed limit proposal for inner-city Wellington streets. The evidence supports their inclusion. We 
recommend such a proposal is developed for discussion later in 2020.  
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